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 Incubation centre for agribusiness

Times News NETWORK

Tluruvananthapurmn
The first agribusiness incu-
bation centre in the district
will be functional at Munde-
la, Aruvikkara panchayat
1InOctober.

~ In the first stage women

ment initiative (SAMRUDI)
scheme being undertaken
by the panchayat.

The scheme integrates
various aspects of farming,
mostly focused on organic
farming, and with the incu-
bation centre the scheme
aims to tap the business po-
tential. The products from
the incubation centre will
be marketed under Samru-
diBrand.

As a beginning, orders

-

The incubation centre is
being set up as part of
sustainable agriculture
management and rural
development initiative
(SAMRUDI) scheme
being undertaken by
Aruvikkara panchayat

have been placed only for
primary machinery requi-
red to make products out of
coconut, banana, jackfruit,
pineapple and plantains.
One of the key features

of the centre would be that it

would encourage farmers
to take up risk-averse busi-
ness initiatives. The centre
will facilitate tie-ups with

banks to provide loans for
the farmers who want to ta-

keupanybusiness ventures

using the products they ma-
ke. >

The training and experi-
ence garnered from the In-
cubation,centre will come
handy for availing subsidi-
es from various agencies
likethedepartmentof indu-
stries, women's develop-
ment corporation, khadi-
village industries commis-
sion and so on.

The incubation centre
will train selected people
from five grama panchayats
under Nedumangadu block
panchayat. The centre will
integrate with self-employ-
ment schemes of various
departments and agencies
of government and various
benefits like subsidies will
be made available to the wo-
men ftrainees, The centre
will also function as a raw
material bank by forming
micro clusters,
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